ic-ii May
have no choice but to abstain from any activity in favour of
Italy.
THE LEAGUE COUNCIL
There is much activity and anxiety at Geneva, and all the
delegates strongly insist that the League must go on, which
itself is an admission of the gravity of the situation.
A NEW PRESIDENT OF SPAIN
Don Manuel Azana by a very large majority was chosen in
the Electoral College to be President of the Republic. He has
been succeeded as acting Prime Minister by Sefior Barcia. His
followers are not enthusiastic at the election, because they fear
that now he will become a figurehead, and affairs without his
direct leadership will suffer.
Monday 11                                             THE BUDGET INQUIRY
The tribunal of inquiry appointed to investigate the alleged
disclosure of Budget secrets held its first meeting. Amongst
the witnesses was Mr. Leslie Thomas, a partner in the City
firm of stockbrokers and a son of Mr. J. H. Thomas. He spoke
of insurance against risk of increase in income-tax which he
effected for Mr. Alfred Bates, an old-standing friend of his
father.
GENEVA
The Council of the League met this evening. Baron Aloisi
refused to recognise the right of the Abyssinian delegate to be
present, and declined to sit at the Council with him. When he
found the Council did not support him he walked out, the
Italian delegation following, but at the public meeting held a
little later, when other matters were discussed, Baron A oisi
came back. The Emperor of Abyssinia has sent a letter to the
Secretary-General of the League from Jerusalem, in which he
declares that "we have decided to put an end to the most
sweeping, the most unjust, and the most inhuman war of
modern times by leaving the country in order to avoid the
extermination of the Abyssinian people." The general opinion
in the Council is that sanctions should be maintained.
ABYSSINIA: LAST HOURS IN ADDIS ABABA
The Times correspondent has sent the following account of
the last hours in Addis Ababa:
"Last Thursday [30 April] the Emperor, with Ras Kassa,
in